
rowth & Justice will embark on a major project 
starting in early 2008 to explore smart investment 
strategies for Minnesota’s transportation system. 

In keeping with the focus of Growth & Justice’s Invest for 
Real Prosperity efforts and its current initiative for Smart 
Investments in Minnesota’s Students, the transportation 
project will identify progressive, cost-effective approaches 
to public-sector investment that will lead to growth for 
Minnesota and expanded economic opportunity for Min-
nesota’s people and places. 

CENTER FOR A PROSPEROUS, FAIR, AND 
SUSTAINABLE MINNESOTA ECONOMY

Growth & Justice explores Smart 

Investments in Minnesota’s 

Transportation Infrastructure

G

Strong praise for ‘Smart Investments 

in Minnesota’s Students’

rowth & Justice’s already solid 
reputation for high-quality 

research and policy 
work got another big 
boost at the “Smart 
Investments in Min-
nesota’s Students” 
education summit 
held at the Minnesota 
History Center in 
Saint Paul last fall.

The kudos are still 
coming in and we’re 
working to build 
momentum from that 
good will to advance 
a set of recommendations for proven 
investments that improve educational 
outcomes. continued on page 3
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The Nov. 12 event, attended by more 
than 200 education stakeholders, 

legislators, and staff 
showcased the most ef-
fective and cost-effective 
interventions from birth 
to college that correlate 
with Growth & Justice’s 
strategic aim of increasing 
post-secondary attainment 
rates by 50 percent. 

Research and Policy 
Director Angie Eilers 
said that evaluations and 
comments made during 
and after the education 

summit seemed to slake a thirst for 
best practices and cost-effective 
practices in education.

“It was the scholars’ thorough review 
of the most effective practices, 
coupled with the cost analysis of 
those practices that the participants 
found gratifying,” Eilers said. “We 
heard from some of the nation’s 
most pre-eminent scholars about 
effective interventions, but we also 
learned how Minnesota can get the 
best bang for our education buck. 
That is welcomed information when 
there is competition for scarce state 
resources.”

Early childhood researchers Arthur 
Reynolds, Art Rolnick, and Rob 
Grunewald reported that high qual-
ity preschool for 3- and 4-year-olds 
shows a high level of cost-effective-

G

continued on page 5

Angie Eilers

n May 2004, Growth & Justice brought more 
than 600 people together for the “Worst Political 
Advertising in America Awards” show. Mas-

terminded by Growth & Justice board member and 
former advertising executive Lee Lynch, the show 
was a big hit, gainged lots of laughs, and it brought 
us many new friends and long-term supporters. So 
we’re going to do it again in May 2008, with the 
“Second Quadrennial Worst Political Advertising in 
America Awards.’’

I

Growth & Justice plans second 

‘Worst Political Advertising in 

America Awards’
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GROWTH & JUSTICE
is a progressive economic 

think tank committed 
to making Minnesota’s 

economy simultaneously 
more prosperous, fair and 

environmentally sustainable. 
We combine independent, 
fact-based research with 

citizen engagement to develop 
innovative, strategic policy 

proposals and frameworks and 
communicate them broadly. 

GROWTH & JUSTICE
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 120A
Saint Paul, MN 55114
phone 651-917-6037
fax 651-641-7223
www.growthandjustice.org
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Mark Tundel

ight around noon, the gavels fall 
in the Senate and House with 

a crisp, wooden tock-tock-tock. The 
leaders’ amplifi ed voices, calling for 
order, reverberate through the marble 
halls. And the big ornate dome fi lls 
with a dull roar, arising from chattering 
lobbyists, shouting schoolchildren and 
sign-waving protesters in the rotunda. 

Ahhh, the sounds and sights of a Min-
nesota legislative session opener. 

I’ve been there for the last 21 opening 
day ceremonies for legislative sessions. 
And I’m looking forward to my 22nd, 
the Feb. 12 opener of the 2008 session, 
with a zeal borne of a new perspec-
tive. After a career as an observer and 
newspaper reporter, I’m eagerly plung-
ing in as a participant, advancing our 
foundational work for Growth & Justice 
and our imminently sensible prescrip-
tions for improving the state’s economy 
and the real lives and prosperity of all 
Minnesotans. 

Building on the sound policy prin-
ciples and good relationships already 
established by board chairman Joel 
Kramer and Lori Schaefer, we’re poised 
at Growth & Justice in 2008 to have 
more impact than ever before. We’re 
committed to becoming an increasingly 
infl uential force in 2008, in the even 
more important budget-setting 2009 
session, and beyond.

We’ll be going in this month with an 
agenda. It won’t be a litany of yes-no 
positions on specifi c bills but rather a 
statement of fundamental policy prin-
ciples.

We’ll spell out our essential framework: 
more, smarter, and innovative invest-
ment in education, transportation, 
health-care, and a sustainable environ-
ment; increased revenue from a fairer 
tax structure; and expectation of more 
accountability and effectiveness from 
government.

We know that the obstacles to imple-

menting our vision of investment for 
broader prosperity remain daunting, 
and that big victories aren’t likely in an 
off-budget year and in the midst of yet 
another revenue shortage. We’re in it for 
the long haul.

Doors are open
Success begets success and we’re al-
ready fi nding ready access to legislators 
and staff. It’s actually better than that. 
We’re experiencing keen interest and 
demand for our research and expertise. 

Research and Policy Director Angie 
Eilers, coming off our highly regarded 
Nov. 12 summit presenting research on 
what really works to improve public-
school outcomes, is meeting often with 
key committee leaders and staff. And 
she’s being asked to testify at hearings.

Policy Fellow for Infrastructure & 
Economic Development, Matt Kane will 
be playing a strong role on that front 
as well, and we will get our oar in the 
water on transportation with an analysis 
of the scale of our historic disinvestment 
early in the session. 

Communications and Outreach 
Coordinator Ellen M. Perrault, who 
joined us in November, has more than 
10 years of experience as a legislative 
staffer (evenly divided between House 
and Senate), and her knowledge and 
relationships are proving to be most 
valuable. We are communicating daily 
with legislative leaders, responding to 
requests for information, forwarding 
pertinent blogposts and op-eds and gen-
erally working hard to make ourselves 
as useful and infl uential as possible.

Meanwhile, we are playing a leadership 
role in revitalizing an already existing 
ad hoc “revenue coalition’’ with other 
progressive leaders - representing 
non-profi ts, religious groups and labor 
unions - to coordinate our message, 
develop a strategy and build grassroots 
pressure at key points during the 2008 
session. Watch for more developments 
and news on that initiative.

ii
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By Dane Smith
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Dr. Megan Beckett of RAND 
Corporation reported that there is a 
dearth of rigorous research in out-of-
school time programs, but of those 
that do show an effect on student 
achievement the shared features 
seem to be based on mentoring 
relationships formed with adults or 
comprehensive “case management” 
services.

As for successfully transitioning 
students from secondary to post-
secondary education, even fewer 
cost-effectiveness studies exist at 
this end of the education pathway. 
Professor Laura Perna of the 
University of Pennsylvania explained 
that effects studies require random 
assignment of students to intervention 
treatment and control groups. 

Each of the scholars pointed out 
the relative scarcity of rigorous 
evaluations and cost-effectiveness 
studies. (The scholars’ papers are 
available at www.growthandjustice.
org.) Nonetheless, they cautioned 
against policy paralysis. There are 
many proven practices and even 
more promising practices that 
provide guidance in making smart 
investments in Minnesota’s students. 

The goal of Smart Investments in 
Minnesota’s Students is to formulate 
a proposal to the Legislature that 
suggests getting the best return on 
the education dollar. This research 
successfully moves this undertaking 
to the fi nal phase of work: a 
consensus on what are the smart 
investments. 

ness. Universally, early interventions 
in a child’s life provide the greatest 
rate of return. Reynolds reported that 
Minnesota greatly under-invests in 
early education, and relative to those 
states that provide pre-kindergarten 
access for four year olds, Minnesota 
ranks 37th out of 38 states. Clearly, 
Minnesota can do better. Rolnick said 
that the early childhood investment 
proposal that he and Grunewald have 
authored, which is an endowed fund 
for scholarships and calls for mentor-
ing from birth to age fi ve, would 
fund every at-risk child in the state in 
perpetuity. It totals $1.5 to $2 billion. 
That is the cost, he reminded the 
audience, of two stadiums.

Drs. Henry Levin and Clive Belfi eld, 
co-directors of the Center for Cost-
Benefi t Studies in Education at 
Columbia University, reported that 
the search for effective interventions 
that raise high school graduation 
rates in a cost-effective manner is 
challenging. Few interventions have 
been rigorously evaluated. Also, most 
interventions do not easily identify 
their cost ingredients. Nonetheless, 
after an extensive review, Levin 
and Belfi eld forwarded several 
K-12 education reforms that have 
demonstrated effectiveness in raising 
the graduation rate in a cost-effective 
way. 

The experiences of students during 
their out-of-school time, such as after 
school and summer months, also 
seem to be improved by mentoring 
relationships and supportive services. 

Education summit continued from page 1

receives high praise for

education summit.

SmartINVESTMENTS
I N  M I N N E S O T A ’ S  S T U D E N T S

“I wanted to let you know that 
yesterday’s event was probably 
the best I have been to in many 
years. Angie, Dane, and all 
involved should be extremely 
proud. Given the audience you 
targeted, and the fact that 
the auditorium was standing 
room only at the beginning and 
retention was great to the end, 
I think we are at a point where 
the political environment will 
allow us to make some great 
advances in how we think about 
education in this state, how 
we evaluate public polices, and 
ultimately how we improve what 
we do in Minnesota.”

—Scott

“A perfect event! Well, done. 
Your evidence-based approach 
has attracted all the major 
players into the room; just what 
Growth & Justice needs to move 
the sticks.”

—Jim

 “I got a call from the University 
of Texas about the education 
summit, a state senator, the 
House DFL leader [Speaker of 
the House Margaret Anderson 
Kelliher] as well as Todd Otis. 
Your success has certainly 
caused a buzz.”

—Lee

“Overall it was a great event! 
Your [Dane] leadership 
along with Angie is making 
a difference on catching the 
attention of legislators and the 
media alike on critical education 
issues.”

—Rep. Nora Slawik
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For Smart Investments in Minne-
sota’s Transportation Infrastructure, 
Growth & Justice staff will work 
with a diverse group of progressive-
minded leaders, stakeholders and 
advisors to weigh issues and frame 
key policy questions about invest-
ments in Minnesota’s transportation 
infrastructure. The project will 
involve research into policy options, 
policy discussions and consensus 
building, and innovative and realistic 
recommendations. The project will 
focus on policy approaches, rather 
than specifi c decisions regarding 
particular roads, bridges, or transit 
lines. 

Project topics will include the follow-
ing:

• The economic impact of transpor-
tation investments that increase 
mobility for people and goods.

• Access to transportation for 
Minnesotans as a means for 
improving their economic cir-
cumstances and quality of life. 

• Cost-effective approaches for 
reducing or slowing congestion.

• Effi cient and practical strategies for 
expanding transit options and use.

• Land use patterns for reduc-
ing the demands placed on 
the transportation system.

Growth & Justice identifi ed trans-
portation as a key area for smart, 
public-sector investment in its 
January 2007 report Invest for Real 
Prosperity: A Strategy for Creat-
ing a More Prosperous Future for 
All Minnesotans. Transportation 
infrastructure improvements will be 
necessary, particularly as the state’s 
population grows by more than 1 mil-
lion residents from 2007 to 2030, as 
estimated by the U.S. Census Bureau. 
Congestion already stands out as 
an issue in some areas of the state, 
including the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
metropolitan area, which the Texas 
Transportation Institute ranks as 23rd 

worst for estimated congestion delays 
of 43 hours per traveler per year 
among 85 major metropolitan areas.

The Democratic leadership in Min-
nesota’s Legislature plans to take up 
transportation in the 2008 session 
in hopes of overriding Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty’s veto of a transportation 
bill in 2007 or of crafting a new 
proposal that can be passed into law. 
Action by the legislature, particularly 
on the issue of transportation fi nanc-
ing, would set the stage for policy 
recommendations from Growth & 
Justice about how best to shape Min-
nesota’s transportation infrastructure.

Look for more information about 
Smart Investments in Minnesota’s 
Transportation Infrastructure in 
forthcoming issues of the Growth & 
Justice newsletter and on the website 
at www.growthandjustice.org.

Transportation investments continued from page 1

SmartINVESTMENTS
I N  M I N N E S O T A ’ S  S T U D E N T S

Highlights of “Smart Investments in Minnesota’s 

Students” education summit to air on TPT on March 29

Twin Cities Public Television (TPT) will air an hour-long program featuring the “Smart 
Investments in Minnesota’s Students” Nov. 12, 2007 education summit on March 29 at 8 p.m. 

The program will air on Channel 17 in the Twin Cities area. Residents in Greater Minnesota 
should check their local listings. The program will be re-broadcast two more times on Channel 

17 and then will air again on TPT’s digital channel.

A DVD of the production will be available for distribution in early April.

March 29, 2008
SAVE THE DATE: 
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rowth & Justice has scheduled 
a very imaginative and on-

message event to take place during 
the Republican National Convention. 

On Thursday Sept. 3, at 10 a.m. at the 
College Club, next to the Governor’s 
Residence on 
Summit Ave. in St. 
Paul, Growth & 
Justice will spon-
sor an educational 
symposium that will 
honor “Minnesota’s 
Progressive Repub-
lican Tradition.”

Govs. Arne Carl-
son and Al Quie 
have agreed to participate. Both of 
those respected elder statesmen have 

expressed clear and strong disap-
proval of the state’s recent course 
toward excessive fi scal austerity and 
disinvestment in public assets.

The symposium will help us highlight 
our non-partisan status and appeal. 

More 
important, 
it gets the 
message 
out that 
Minnesota’s 
distinctive-
ness as one 
of the best 
places in 

the world to 
live has been shaped by a progressive 
culture, one that was until recently 
shared by all major political parties.

Republican leaders in this state, going 
back to statehood have contributed 
enormously to this tradition. Repub-
licans fought for women’s suffrage, 
racial equality, conservation and 
environmental protections, and civil 
service reforms.

Former Gov. Harold Stassen was 
instrumental in forming the United 
Nations. GOP leaders at the state 
level pushed through landmark 
investments in mental health reforms, 
community colleges, and generally 
improved on, rather than repealed, 
the New Deal initiatives that created 
more economic equality, a strong 
middle-class in Minnesota.

Please check our web site this 
summer for further details about the 
event.

Former Governors Arne Carlson & Al Quie

The Bad Ads awards four years 
ago, which also featured former 
U.S. Labor Secretary Robert Reich, 
allowed us to highlight our non-
partisan status and the premium we 
put on reason and civility in policy 
and politics. Then and now, we won’t 
miss an opportunity to also make 
the case that ample and smart invest-
ments in education, transportation, 
and health care will bring prosperity 
to all Minnesotans. 

As fate would have it, the current 
Growth & Justice President Dane 

Smith covered the event four years 
ago as a reporter for the Star Tri-
bune. In his review Smith said that, 
“Obviously enjoying the Academy 

Awards-style send-up, more than 600 
Minnesota political types from all 
major parties yukked it up Wednes-

day night at the fi rst ‘Worst Political 
Advertising in America Awards.’ . . . 
[Speaker of the House Steve] Svig-
gum [a Republican] said he attended 

‘because I was asked. 
It was fun. We need to 
lighten up and not take 
ourselves too seriously 
all the time.’”

Please check Growth & 
Justice’s website early 

this spring (www.growthandjustice.
org) for the time and date of the 
event, as well as information on how 
to purchase tickets.

“Worst Political Ads in America” continued from page 1

Minnesota’s progressive Republican tradition: 

helping build growth and justice’
By Dane Smith

G
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Thank You 
2007 Donors
The work of Growth & Justice 
would not be possible without the 
support of a long list of individual 
and foundation supporters to whom 
we are extremely grateful. Your 
investment in Growth & Justice has 
paid off many times over. Thank you.

Lenfestey Family Foundation
David Lillehaug & Winifred 

Smith
Monica Little & Mark Abeln
Lee Lynch & Terry Saario
Jan Malcolm & Kris Carlton
Jennifer Martin
Christopher McHugh & Cheryl 

Smetana McHugh
Pamela & Mark Moret
Jane Newman & Amy Lange
Jim Pohlad
Dane & Mary Smith
Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans Employee Gift 
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The Winston R. and Maxine 
H. Wallin Fund of The Saint 
Paul Foundation

Betsey Whitbeck & Jim 
Nelson

Wood-Rill Foundation
Rebecca & Stephen Yanisch

$500-$999

Tom & Marge Barrett
Gretchen Barsness
Kristin Beckmann & Robert 

Richman
Bell Family Charitable Gift 

Fund
Sue & David Bennett
Campbell Foundation
Meredyth Anne Dasburg 

Foundation
Chris & Kathi Eilers
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Rondi C. Erickson & Guilford 

Lewis
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Andrea & Mark Feshbach
Gary Fink
Steve Flagg & Mary 
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Tim Flaherty
Barbara Forster & Larry 
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Carol Freeman
Joe Gibbons
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Sandra J. Hale
Betsy Hannaford
Bill Hansen
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Arnold & Shirley Kaplan
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Ross & Bridget Levin
Leland T. Lynch and Terry 

Saario Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Bill & Amy McKinney
Meadowood Foundation
Minnesota Association of 

Professional Employees
Doug Muirhead
Michael & Kathleen O’Keefe
Bob Olson
Blois & Louann Olson
Jeremy Pierotti & Kathryn 

Klibanoff
George & Sally Pillsbury
Joyce S. Prudden and 

Michael D. Shoop Family 
Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Akshay Rao
John & Linda Rebane
Peter & Patricia Riley
Ken and Betsy Roering
Jon & Barbara Scoll
Dianne & Leighton Seigel
Missy Staples Thompson
Don & Patricia Sullivan
Jennifer Jewell Thomas
John Ullmann & Wendy Tai
Mary Ann & David Wark
Tené Wells
Anne Weyandt

$100-$499

Admission Possible
AFSCME Council 5, AFL-CIO
Arthur & Charlet Allen
American Association of 

University Women
Bob and Nancy Anderson 

Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Dave Anderson
Richard T. Anglim
The Ankeny Foundation
Thomas Arneson
Annette Atkins & Tom Joyce
Karen Bachman
James Bauck
Virginia Belden-Charles
Herman Birnberg
Richard Blake
Patricia Bloodgood & Chris 

Cleveland
Amy Blumenshine & Michael 

L. Troutman
Patricia & Barney Saunders
Doug Britton & Nancy Odden
Greg Brucker
Stephen J Bubul
Marita Bujold
Allan & Mary Lou Burdick

Lynn Casey
Mary & Bob Cecconi
Citizens League
Bill & Sharon Clapp
Bert & Suzie Colianni
Eugene Goetz
John & Pat Corbid
Kelly Coughlan
John & Page Cowles
Lucia & Stoddard Crane
Carl Buzz Cummins
Cy & Paula DeCosse
Jack & Claire Dempsey
John DeSantis
Genie & Joe Dixon
Joseph Dolan
Brian Donahue
James Dorsey & Dee 

Gaeddert
Bill Drake
Anita Duckor
Angie & Mark Eilers
Kent & Katherine Eklund
Carole Faricy
Steven Foldes & Riv-Ellen 

Prell
Sarah Stoesz & David Foster
Myron Frans & Susan Segal
Don & Arvonne Fraser
Lew Freeman
Jean Freeman
Jane Freeman
Howard R Orenstein & 

Barbara A Frey
Karen Garvin
Jack & Grace Harkness
William F. Hartfi el
Jim & Jean Hartman
Lucy & Jeff Heegaard
Marge & Roger Heegaard
Carole Heffernan
Laura Helmer
Susan Herridge
John & Kathe Hetterick

Diane Hofstede
John Holman
Amy Hubbard
Chris and Val Jackson
Eric Jackson
John & Thelma James
Bill & Myril Jensen
Pam Jewson & Pete Swenson
Leah Johnson
Walter & Harriet Johnson
Curtis Johnson
Catherine Jordan & Steve Lick
Charles R. & Sally B. 

Jorgenson
Michele Joy
Rick & Barbara Kahn
Matt Kane & Liz Conway
John Kaul
Marlene & Tom Kayser
Susan Kinder & David 

Vealitzek
Paul & Debra Knutson
Jim & Lora Koppel
Jennifer & Mark Labovitz
Tom & Marie LaForce
Nancy Larson
Chris LaVictoire Mahai & Dan 

Mahai
David & Randy Lebedoff
Calvin J Lensink
Steve & Judy Lewis
Rebecca Lindholm
Patrick and Judith Mandile
Monica Manning
Ron Marien
Carole Martin
Shirley & Don Maxwell
Jim McCorkell & Chris 

Greenhow
Margaret Meier
William C. Melton and Jane 

Zimmerman
Kate Menendez & Dan Rogan
Alida & Bill Messinger

THANK YOU 2007 
FOUNDATION DONORS
The following esteemed foundations 
generously supported Growth & Justice’s 
work in 2007.

• ADC Foundation
• A.H. Zeppa Family Foundation
• Blandin Foundation
• Cargill Foundation
• Carl and Eloise Pohlad Family Foundation
• Elmer & Eleanor Andersen Foundation
• F.R. Bigelow Foundation
• John Larsen Foundation
• The McKnight Foundation
• Otto Bremer Foundation
• Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P. 

Foundation for Education, Public Health and 
Social Justice, a supporting organization of  
The Minneapolis Foundation

• The Saint Paul Foundation
• Travelers Foundation
• Willis C. Helm Family Fund of The Minneapolis 

Foundation

$15,000 & above

Anonymous
Martin and Brown Foundation
Judy Dayton
Joel & Laurie Kramer

$5,000-$14,999

David & Debra Andreas
Ron & Joyce DeHarpporte
Dick and Joyce H. McFarland 

Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Tina & Archie Smith

$2,500-$4,999

Peter H. Bachman and 
Janet Rice Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Michael V. and Ann C. Ciresi
Matt Entenza & Lois Quam
Gegax Family Foundation
Tom Gegax & Mary Wescott
Samuel & Sylvia Kaplan 

Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Tom & Barbara McBurney
Dennis & Jolita Rysdahl
Star Tribune Foundation
Irv & Marge Weiser

$1,000-$2,499

Julie Corty & Richard Erickson
John & Sage Cowles
David & Vanessa Dayton
Chuck & Carol Denny
Gini Dodds
Jim & Joy Erickson
John Faricy
Al & Franni Franken
Janice Gepner & Eric Newman
Vernae & Michael Hasbargen
Kathleen Jones
Anne & John Knapp
Joel & Laurie Kramer
Mark & Susan Lacek
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Join our growing list 
of supporters and have 
your gift doubled.

f you’re reading the pages of this 
newsletter, you likely care about creating a 
prosperous, fair and sustainable Minnesota. 

Perhaps you’ve even thought about fi nancially 
supporting Growth & Justice but have not yet 
done so. Well now is the perfect time!

The Carl and Eloise Pohlad Family Foundation 
awarded Growth & Justice a challenge grant 
of $25,000 to match contributions of $1,000 
or less from NEW individual supporters in 
2008. This means when you make a $100 
contribution, you are really giving us $200.

Visit www.growthandjustice.org to make 
your gift today, or just clip and return this 
form. In addition to doubling your contribution, 
you’re helping Growth & Justice expand its 
base. And, your contribution is tax deductible.

YES! I support Growth & Justice!

Name: _____________________________

Address: ___________________________

__________________________________

Home Phone: ________________________

Work Phone: ________________________

E-Mail: _____________________________

Fax: _______________________________

__ Check __ Visa _MasterCard

Card Number: _______________________

Expiration Date: ______________________

Signature: __________________________

__$1,000 __$500 __$250

__$100 __$50 __Other Amount: $_____

Please make check payable to Growth & Justice.
Contributions are tax deductible. Questions? Please 
call: 651-917-6037

Mail to Growth & Justice, 2324 University Ave. 
West, Suite 120A, St. Paul, MN 55114
Learn more about Growth & Justice or contrib-
ute online at www.growthandjustice.org
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Nancy Speer
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Mark Steege
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Luchelle Stevens

Still Aint Satisfi ed A 
Foundation with Attitude, 
Shayna Berkowitz & Phyllis 
Wiener

Frank Stone & Lynn Olson
George & Loraine Stoops
John Sullivan
Arlene & Tom Swain
Mary K. Tambornino
Dick Taylor
Rep. Paul Thissen & Karen 

Wilson
Tom Triplett
Kathy & Jack Tunheim
Sally Turrittin
Jeff Van Wychen
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Roberta Walburn
Carol Walsh
David & Ruth Waterbury
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Alan Weinblatt
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Alan Whidby
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Evan Williams
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Anna Youngerman
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Harvey Zuckman

Up to $99

Siri Anderson
Ross Anderson
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Growth & Justice 

welcomes Matt Kane

att Kane has joined Growth 
& Justice as the organiza-

tion’s fi rst policy fellow for infra-
structure and economic development.

A graduate of the University of St. 
Thomas and the University 
of Minnesota’s Hubert H. 
Humphrey Institute of 
Public Affairs, Matt has 
worked on public policy 
issues for more than 20 
years, primarily at the 
national level. His research, 
articles and books cover 
a wide range of topics, 
including economic 
development, economic 
and demographic trends, regional 
economic analysis, transportation 
policy, urban revitalization, and work 
force issues. 

Prior to joining Growth & Justice 
in 2007, Matt worked for the Wash-
ington-based Northeast-Midwest 
Institute, the National League of 
Cities, and a national association of 
economic development centers. He 

also taught economic 
development classes at the 
University of Michigan. 
Matt has testifi ed before 
Congress about local 
economic development 
and worker dislocation. 

Matt, his wife, Liz 
Conway, and their three 
children live in Min-
neapolis. Matt’s family 

roots in Minnesota date back to the 
1800s, and fi ve generations of Kanes 
have lived in Minneapolis.
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